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HOW BUTLER'S RIGHT
FLANK WAS BROKEN

Important Story of the Battle of Drewry's Bluff.
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Mishaps of Fog and Fight.
BY CIIA*. T. LORHR, jI'Tcnnii Company D, First Ylrglulo

Infantry.
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"'.tmp. United Confederate Veteranf.
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Drewry's Bluff Is a namo familiar t«
all of u,, but ol tho battle which wal
fought there, on May 16, 1SG4. very lit¬
tle has been said, much lea* than ol
any battle bt Iis« magnitude and Im-
portance, Which occurred throughout

wai No regular report from IhO
Confederate aide, except the brief
statements of Beauregurd, Ranrom or
llok>. has ever reached the public; and
these contain details of how Butler's
i shl wing was broken, the principal
event In that bloody battle. One rea¬
son for this silence on our aide is due
t the fact that our forces were gath¬
ered *r they arrived, and placed In
temporary organization!: under officers
a islghed to them for tH* occasion. An-
other restOn It. that all eyes were
turned towards 0» fields of Spotsyl-
vanla, where Iho arm'.'* of Grant and]Lee mi<"* mm!,- which <lrown*d the
thunder of cannon, and the rattle of
musketry, at Drewry's Bluff.

It I» not my intention, ne^ am I
able, to give a true and correct ac¬
count of the whole hattl» 1 only de-(Hre to submit some detail« which. I
hope, may throw some light on the
question of "how Butler'» right flank
wir orok*n." and the part acted by
1h<- "Old First.' on that historic morn-
ins.

r e pi*r* wh»re the battle started
I« <-outh of Drcwry'i Bluff, across
Kinmlati-l Creek. Thence, over the
elevation where the Willis houft
standl, ran the Old Stage Read triow
abandoned). Continuing in a southerndirection It crn»a«» at right angles a'
sm.-jll creek with a pond on the west
'1 reek ir bordered with pln»s and
heavy underwood, while in front are
opi :i fields. In these fieldii. and partlyparallel, and «outh of t'ne rreek, at a
point n .»hört dlatance east of the road,
war- the enemy., right flank. Thisposition beside« having the ad-.-antagn
ol the forest as a cover, was further
protected by good log works con¬
structed by th» enemy when (hey took
1 >*se*sio|i of th-tt line Titr locationis about ten miles spilth of this city,li may easily be reached by the clec-
tri line, leaving the same where It
turn* ..' e.«ttvf|-d from the turnpike
t >"itii of Rellwood.
The Federal arm:-, assigned to the

rapture of Petersburg and Richmond,called fdO 'Army of Ihn .Tames." com¬manded i>v General Butler, composedof the Tenth and Kig'nteenth ArmyI'orpf, numbered, according tr> Its own
r'port r:s,;iia men. and eighty-eight
gun-, besides a fleet of gunboats andmonitors Th» Confederate forces,commanded hv General Beauregard,consisted of Oracle's. Kcmper's. Moke'sand Barton's brigades, forming Ran-tom'a division: of corse's. Cltngman's,Blishrod .lo tnson'a. and IfagOOd's, brlg-F.des. forming Hoke's division: and ol
Colqultt'fl and Hansom's brigades, un-
tie:- Colquitt. Attached to this force
wqra three batlallr.ns of artillery, and
three small regiment- of cavalry, the
whole or grosf- niimhr r oelng given as
1 ',300. Tiii.i was the forre. at Drew¬ry's Bluff, engiaed on the Iflth of May.North of Peter'hurs. near S'wlft '.'reek.General Whiting was In charge, hav¬
ing Wise s shd Mart:n'< brigades, andHearing's cavalry, with him. This
force, höwcVOr, took no part in the
battle. Their number Is given as 1.-
fion. Taking the figures representing
the aggregate, or gross numbers, wc
have Federals, 38,700; Confederates
2:.9«o This Is far In evcers of the
numbers engaged at the first battle of
Manassas, which shook this countryfrom stem to stern; while Drowr; "a
P-Infr made to little impression that it
has b*en almost numbered with th>
thousands of other engagements of n<
Importance, that occurred during tht
struggle for Southern Independence.
Tho enemy'* right was held by Hock-

man's brigade, consisting of tho Twen¬
ty-third, TW4nty-nfth and Twenty-
teventh Massachusetts rerrlments, and
the Ninth New Jersey. Their number,
Mated In the history of tho Twenty-
third Massachusetts regiment, page
171, on May 5, 19fil, is stated as fol¬
lows:
"Heckman's Star Brigade, composed

of tho Twenty-third, Twenty-fifth and
Twenty-seventh Massachusetts, and the
Ninth New Jersey, regiments, some. 2.-
700 strona. men largely seasoned In
battle, and pretty thoroughly sifted of
that element which, sniffing the battle
afar off. keops Its distance, went out
Into tho fire of that battle mouth,
which was destined to reduce It to. a
mere handful of war-worn men."
Now. in accordance with the atiova,

this brigade numbered some 2,700 men;
say. It had but 2,600, or 2.200. men In
line at Drewry's Bluff; then, It greatly
outnumbered the attacking force.
There was, besbles, a body of negro
cavalry placed on the extreme right
of this brigade. Of these gay riders,
we are creditably Informed thAt they
made' tracks to the rear on the first
fire, and greatly assisted In the con¬
fusion which happened to the unlucky
.¦Star Brigade," and no doubt
f-trengthened their belief In tho story
of the overwhelming Röbel column
¦which attacked them In flank and rear,
our force, constituting tho attacking
column on th« left, consisted of
Grade's brigade, supported by Kern-
,<-T'e. brigade. General W. R. Terry,
tho commander of Kemper'« hrlgado,
says tills estimate Is too high. TheTlilrd Virginia of tho latter brigade,
Laving bean left ot Washington, N.
('., Grade's hrlgddo consisted of tho
Forty-first. Forty-third, Fifty-ninth
and Sixtieth Alabama, and Kcmper's
of the First, Seventh, F.leventh and
Twenty-fourth Virginia regiments.
The formation of tho enemy's lint

¦was as follows: On tho extreme right,
the negro cavalry; oast of the Stage

Road, eight companies Of the Ninth
New Jersey, two rompanles of the same]regiment on the west of the road; west
thereof, the Twenty-seventh, Twenty-
third and Twcnty-lUth Massachusetts
regiments; then Wlster'a brigade, and
other troops of tho Eighteenth Corps,
under General W. F. Smith. Still fur¬
ther wo5"t, aTOFs the Petersburg Turn¬
pike and railroad, near a point close
to Centralis, and partly In works
abandoned by the Confederates, was
tho Eighteenth, or General O. A. Gil-
tnore's corps. Our force, commencing
on the left, was composed of the afore,
said brigades; west thereof. Barton's
brigade, supported by Moke, constltnt-
tug Ransom'h division, while to our ex¬
treme left were some dismounted
cavalry of DeVnOvant'a Fifth South
Carolina Regiment of Cavalry, stretch¬
ing out a thin llr.e to the river. To
the weal of Random, was Moke's dlvlr-
lon with Hogood a. Rushrod Johnson's.
Cllngman s and Corse/a brigades. Corse
havlr.g the extreme right, near the
railroad, while colqultt, with his brlg-
ade snd R'insom'«. was held in reserv»

It was 2 o'clock in the morning of
the leih; consequently, still very dark

m . fell Into line, and marched
out ff.-n the woods. In front of Drew-
ry's Blutt, which had sheltered us from
the night. '"rossinK Klngaland Creek,
we formed In lln» of battle to the right
of the road. Perhaps two hours were
consumed. In getting the line formed,
loading, and getting ready for the
fray. Meanwhile, a heavy fog came up.
enveloping every thing, around us In a
thick shroud, so heavy that we could
not see ten stepj, ahead. About 4:30
c'cloelt. everything was ready, and
General Oracle gave the command. In
a loud, ringing \oico. "Skirmishers, for.
ward, march: second, the battalion of
direction: hatullons forward, guide
right, march!" Forward went the lln».
having the Forty-first on the left,
then the Sixtieth. Fifty.ninth and
Forty-third Alabama regiments, in
order named, to the right.
We. Kemper'* bnc tde, who were in

the Immediate rear, drawn up In sup¬
porting position, could not see a thing.
We could not hear that the column In our
front was In motion. IlHrdly ten mln-
ules passed, when General Terry, Injcommand of our brigade, ordered his
to follow. Slowly, and In perfect line
of t.mile, the brigade commenced Its
forward movement: the Seventh
on the left of the line, the First next,
on tho right, then the Eleventh and
Twenty-fourth, In order named, to the
right.

Soon, single shot* were heard, tell¬
ing thnt the skirmishers were at work.
The Alabamalans come in contact with
two companies from the Ninth New
Jersey, posted at the Willis house;
which they drove off. Then, faster and
faster, the shots rang out. and the bul¬
lets commenced whistling through the
air. or rather the fog. Then, the
steady rattle of musketry announced
where Oracle's men had struck the
enemy's main line. A battery of four
brass Napoleons. Martin's battery,
commanded by Captain D. A. French,
had been placed In position by Major
Francis J. Bogga (formerly captain of
Company I. of the First Virginia*, on
the brow of tho elovatlon about two
hundred yards in front of the enemy's
lino, and Just to Ihe r'-'.it of our brig¬
ade This batterv aw oponed, send-1
Ing its Iron meavngora over the heads
of Grade's m'iij and, crashing through
the forest ii to Iho enemy's line.
Our ide, by this time, had passed

the e'o.vation on which the Willis ho-
sla: is, and cnino to a halt a*boi'' '.ly\
.c sixty yards In rear of V Ala-
bamlans. The bulletä Ir'-uied for
them, made gaps In o"' ranks, and
many of our men we-. ..trleken down.
C. A. Wells, of Co

, .iny I, fell here,
mortally wo»ir>'!'id, shot through the
body. Whl' O'lnff down ho placed
himself SO against m*. using me for
a hri ,twork. when the fatal bullet

passing Jus», over me. and
through hint. Hearing the sound, I
Jumped up. thinking I was surely
struck. Feeling nothing, and seeing
how It missed me, I congratulated my¬
self on my escape. W. W. Turner and
Sergeant G. E. Cralg, of Company D,
worn both shot In the head. The lat¬
ter went off with the blood streaming
down his face, and, nearly reaching
safety In the rear, was again wound¬
ed. In the thigh, when, as he said, he
forgot all about his wound In the head,
and ran till he got to the hospital.
Lieutenant. E. W. Martin, Company H,
was disabled for life the suffered from
his broken leg until Ills death, which
occurred a few years ago), and others
were more or less Injured.
Tho position at this time was as fol¬

lows: The seventh on tho left of the
old Stage Road, the First across It,
the Eleventh and Twenty-fourth to the
right of the road, on the, slop* Of tha
hill. Oracle's men had not succeeded
In dislodging Iho enemy, their position
being too strong for thorn. Only one
regiment, the, Forty-first, on the. left
or this brigade, had driven the enemyfrom Its front. They came in contact
with the eight oompanles of tho Ninth
New Jersey, who after a brief con¬
test, vacated the position held hy th-im
on the ast of the road, whereby the
right 'flank of Hee/kman'a brigade waa
left open and expoaed.
Mr. T. Griffin, a member of the Twen-

ty-thlrd Massachusetts, In a letter to
me, writes that Colonel Stancll, of tho
Forty-first Alabama (which waa the
left of Oracle's brigade), wfot him
that they, the Forty-first, paased up

I tho road, and forced tho enemy's right,
capturing a portion of tho Ninth New]Jersey regiment.

"General Oracle, aeelng that no could
not make headway, now turned to Gen-
oral "William R. Terry, commanding'Kempor's, hi* supporting brigade, for
assistance. General Terry, In a con¬
versation wllh me, stated, as to what
occurred, that General Grao!o came upto him with tho request. "General, let
me have one of your reglmenta.' stat-
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Ine; that part of his line had given I
away. To which General Terry re-I
piled) 'You can have two." thinking jthat* the men might Just us well he In
action as to remain where ;h»y were,
Ilten halted, exposed as they were. Af¬
ter a second's pause, Oenerai Vrr.-
added, 'General Oracle, let your in^-n lie
down, and let me have the frönt.' To
which Genera) Oracle replied, 'Very
well: you are. entitled to It.'"
Mr. E. T. Wlrtenby, of the Twenty-

nftii Massachusetts, now of Shelby,
Ala. writes. In a conversation with
Lieutenant-Colonel Troy, of the Six¬
tieth Alabama, he was Informed that,
while the Sixtieth was lying down,
east of the road, some, troops passed
them, and went into the iv.i abend,
and these troops, he afterwards learn¬
ed, were Kemper** men.
Now. 1 come to my old regiment,

"the Bloody First." Colonel p.. L
Msury, comwwnding the Twenty-fourth
Virginia, (who was severely wounded
In that fight), says that General Grade
came to him. desiring his support, say¬
ing, as he understood it. that two of
bla regiments had«.glven away: where¬
upon he tColonel Maury) at once order-
ed his regiment to advance, without
even waiting for General Terry's or¬
ders. Then tho Eleventh was aent for¬
ward on the left of the Twenty-fourth.
Next, our turn came, and tho "Old
First" advanced down towards the
creek. The right of the line coming In
front of the swamp, or pond, and the
left meeting with the tangled under
growth In the creek on the left of the
road, the men crowded together In the
road. Passing over the position vacat¬
ed by the Ninth New Jersey, and fcl-
lowlng our colors, carried by the gal¬
lant John Q Fing, we advanced down
the road, meeting neither f.-lond nor
foe, while, now on our left, now on
our rear, the iiattle din continued tin-
abated. Having followed the road Fome
two hundred or three hundred yard?,
near where the Gregory house stands,
we turned about, and marehed In a left,
oblique direction toward the firing.

After pakslng through the woods,
we came nut. in an open space, where
we found more than a dozen hollers,
filled With delicious coffee, steaming
over the fires It may be that our
friends on tho other side Intended to
give ii« a treat, hut of thlrt there la
much doubt, especially considering the
unfriendly manner they showej soon
after this Incident. We certainly did
not waste any time to think of this,
but helped ourselvea to a cup of the
refreshing beverage.
The line of our regiment, now. had

be.com*. somewhat Irregular, and scat¬
tering, covering a great deal of ground.
Continuing our advance towards the
enemy's roar, the right of jar l:ne
struck a line of Federalt. vh », on be¬
ing ordered to surrender. ,lsopr)e.l their
guns without .firing a shot. They ap¬
peared to he totally surprised. This
was said to be two compnies of the
Ninth New Jersey, or It may have
been part of the Twenty-seventh Mas¬
sachusetts. Details were made to tai.e
charge of the prisoners. Further on.
another line was started, ,tnJ m?r<s
prisoners fell Into our hands. Then,
the left of our regiment came In the
rear of Just about where the Twenty-
fourth was attarklng In front Those,
on being ordered lo surfender, turned
about, calling out. "What regiment Is
that?" The answer, "The First Vir¬
ginia." resulted In a volley 3 . close
that the powder flew In our faces, and
nine of our best men fell lo rise no
more. Those killed wn.-e Corporal W\
A. Stoaber, Jerry Toomy and W. II.
f'ricger. of Company B; Samuel Glllcs-
ple. of Company C; Archl» Govan. Com¬
pany P; corporal B. R. Walthall. Com¬
pany Ol' Sergeant John W. Wynne.
Company H: and A. Flgnor. Company
I. Jerry Toomy, W. A. Stoaber, R. R.
Walthall. John W. Wynne, J. A. Via.
and A. Flgnor. were of those whj en¬
listed on the first bugle call, and go'.v-
ed with honor until they met a sol¬
dier's death. As Richmond soldier
boys, they should be rememVrc.l by
the city for which they gave their|lives.

A. Govan was a little eonsjript from
Darbytown. near Richmond, tie was
a kind, innocent creature, particularly
attached to me. Just before ho w.-s
killed, he remarked, slapping tho :<ll
of blankets he carried. "Don't vou
think this Is a good breastwork?" Alas,
the ball found its way to poor Gov.tn's
heart, despite his breastwork, and. in
our taearts "we sadly missed htm."
The bodies of Flgnor, Wynne. Walth¬

all and Via; were sent to Richmond,
while Govan. Stoaber. digger, Toomy
and Glllcsple. found a resting pi.ir.e,
that evening, in the corner of ths field,
Juat to the right of where thj Twenty-
fourth charged.
No sooner had this fatal volley b.-en

fired, when we returned the compli¬
ment, and. charging among them, we
captured those who 11-1 not get .i.vny
Then, over the enemy's works, came
the decimated regiments, the Eleventh
and Twenty-fourth. which ha 1 made
the fight |n front of the ws.'ks,.los'ng
nearly one-third of their nlfsrl In that
fearful struggle to taka the works in
front. Tho L)SS,.bk stated by the Rich¬
mond papers, giving names of that
date, was fifteen killed and ninety-four
wounded in the Eleventh, and twenty-
eight killed and on hundred and eight
wounded in tho Twenty-fourth Vir¬
ginia.
Meanwhile, the Sevenih Virginia, our

left regiment, had followd in nir
wake, but had made a more extended
sweep to/wards the west, In the enemy's
rear, and many bluecoats, stirred up
by us. fell Into their hands. Among
them were General ileckman and Col¬
onel I/oe. and many other officers.
They also captured four battle flags.
These were one from the Ninth New
Jersey, one from the Twenty-third
Massachusetts. At least this Is my re¬
collection. These formed an Important
part In the parade through Richmond
on the 20th of that month, when each
of tho regiments In Komper's brigade,
carried one of those beautiful flag.; by
the side of their tattered f'onfedet.ite
battle colors.
The capture of General Hocitman Is

described, by David E. Johnston, In his
hook, "Four Years a Soldier,'¦ an fol¬
lows:

"In Our headlong rufh, we ran past
Got.eral Ileckman. Sta (id ng In rear' of
his brigade. Ho worn a heavy over¬
coat, somewhat of , the color of fhe
ovircoats worn by our officers, a cd. be¬
lieving that some of Oracle's men had
gone In ahead of us, and that we h'nd
not seen them, some of our men, among
them Harry Snldow, supposed that
Ileckman was an officer of c,r,v.ir>
command, and said to him, "Colonel. Is
your regiment In front?' 'Yes;' he an¬
swered, 'go ahead; you are driving
them.' Harry passed on: not so with
Sergeant Blakey, wholnqulred of the
general what was tho number of his
regiment. This confused htm. and he
could not. or did not. answer.

hui ."nid. 'CJo ahead: yot, nr« drlv.'nll..them' niakoy said, .you are my pris¬oner.' The general said. 'Yes.' 'Have
you any side arm»?' Inquired the ser¬
geant. 'Yes,' ho answered, 'but I am
a general otn.-or, and prefer surrender¬ing them toafloldofncer.' 'All tight."
replied Blakey. and marched hit pris¬
oner up to Colonel Flowere*. to whom
'.he fsenerdl surrendered his r.word and
plMOls, and wss hurried to the ..ee.r.
with some seven, or eight, hundred of
h!«< brigade."
General Heckman has the follow-In?

account of his capture, written by him¬
self, which was published In the
"Philadelphia Times":
"As the left of their line (Confeder¬

ate) paused me. a sergeant approached,
and demanded my surrender. I bid
him attend to his duty, tailing h:m, In
reply, that I was Major Anderson, ot
General Iloke's staff. The sergeant
apologized, and polncd his command .but
I waa by no means out of my predica¬
ment. The fog being still very denae.
and the firing having, for the moment,
ceaaed, I had nothing to guide my ac¬
tions by. Taking direction for the
point at which the Confederates ha3
disappeared In the fog. I s a fout.d
myself In part of a Georgia brigade,headed by Archie Grade, formerly cf
Elizabeth. N. J.. who at inca recognized
me. He said, he was glad to seo ine;
was proud to say that he had oeen
fighting Jersey men ill -lav; that ho
had only a skirmish line left. On the
way to the rear. I Vil an animate 1
discussion with his a-J lu'.v.it, on the
results of the war. and at 9 the next
morning. I was registered at the ."Ho¬tel de Elbby."
From this, his own statement, It ap¬

pears that the general truly war. in a
fog. Ho calls Grade's brigade a
Georgia brigade, and. after walkingInto thi? brigade, ho was made a pris¬
oner by (ieneral Grade, who recog¬
nized him. Ho does not say who got
his sword and pistols. The facts are
Just as stated by Seargeant-Major John¬
ston. I talked with Colonel Floweree
myself, that morning, and know he
received General Ileckrrmn'a sword.[Others of our regiment were present
when he was turned over to Colonel
Floweree, who sent htm. under guard,to the rear, where, no doubt, he metGeneral Grade, who then recognizedhim. The capture occurred Just to the
left, and In r«ar, of our regiment, not
far front where we came across the
coffee pota.
Among the men detailed to take the

prisoners off. several got lost In thefog, and, instead of going to our rear,which had been our front. It carried
them Into the enemy's line. Thus. N.F. Wheat (Company D>. A. Jeff Vau-
ghan (Company O). and J. R. Kelley(Company I), were captured with the
prisoners they were guarding, a hun¬dred or more. Of A. Jeff Yaughan. it
la related that one of the Federals
called his attention to his bringingthem back to their men. when Jeff told
him to dry up. he knew his business.On getting to the enemy's line, he waschallenged with. "Who comes there?"
when Jeff remarked. "None o" yourdum business; I belong to the OldFirst: who are you?' He was re¬
quested to come In. and was relieved
of his responsibilities.

With the charge of the Seventh Vir¬
ginia the fight on this part of the field
ceased; but towards the turnpike westof un the fighting became hotter andhotter, and lasted for several hours,
until the enemy was driven from his
position, which was partly in our
abandoned line, in front of which wire,
entanglements were placed; and It wasonly after overcoming a most stubborn
resistance that the Confederates were
successful, but their losses were ac¬
cordingly heavy. Thus, the wedgewhich interposed between' Richmondand Petersburg was removed.
But to return to my sketch: We werehalted on the line wo hud taken, where

our sadly thinned ranks reformed,partly in the enemy's logworlts, and
partly In a line which we hastily con¬
structed on higher ground In rear ofthe captured line.
Volunteers were called for by Lleu-

tenant-Colonel F. H- Langley. com-I mandlng the First Virginia, to see and
report what was In our front. I was
one of them. Going to that part of the
field over which we came while on
our flanking move, wo found several
wounded Federals, whom we madn iia
comfortable as we could. I tnlkod to
one of them, who was shot throughthe body, and he pointed to another,who was shot through the thigh, who,he said, was his son. They lay about
fifteen feet apart, both badly wounded
and helpless. We. however, elid not see
a single -wounded or dead Confederate
on that part of the tleld. which was
the route over which the Federals
were driven.

While looking around I found a
small United Slates silk guido flag,which served ns a handkerchief fat
many days afterwards. A wounded
sergeant handed me lila aword, which
1 presented a Mr. II A. White, a mem¬
ber of the Twenty-fifth Massachusetts,
of l.inccater. Moss., some twenty-five
yeora ago. It might have been his own
once for all I know.
With the exception of some slightfiring In our front, we were not dis¬

turbed in our position, but remained
quietly resting tho rest of the dav.
The losses of this battle, accordingto A- A Humphrey's. "In Virginia Cam-

pagins of 1864-1865," are given as fol¬
lows: Butler's army.Killed, 300.
wounded, 1.721; missing, 1,590; total,
3,601. Beauregard's command.Killed.
r,j>4; wounded, 1,(110; totrl, 2.184. ihe
loss In Heckman's "Star Brigade" 'a
stated by them a.? killed. 13; wounded,
188; missing, 45S: total, 688: while
Ketnper's Brigade lost, according to
the best Information obtainable, 47
killed, 200 wounded, and 10 missing;
total, 247. Grace's Brigade lost 34
killed, 276 wounded, and 4 missing,
total, 311. But It Is also stated that
this report Is Incomplete, and lncludea
tho losses of tho prev'oua days.
Bcauregard reported five p'ecen of ar¬
tillery, five stands of colors, and 1,400
prisoners as the spoils of this battle.
This sketch, aa stated, Is Intended to

throw some light on how Butler's right
wing was broken that morning. From
all that. I personally saw, and all the
facta I have, been ablo to gather, the
following appears to.bo the true story:
Grade's Brigade, after having been
relieved by that of Kemper, took no
active part In the engagement. The
forty-first Alabama, which drove the
Ninth New Jersey, or a part of them,
toward?; the Gregory house, whereby
their flank -was left exposed, was with¬
drawn when the First and'ßevenlh Vir¬
ginia passed over that part of tho field,
and found neither enemy nor friend
In Us front. Tho First and Seventh,
which made the flank ..¦emsnt
proper, were the only troo. at-

tacked the enomv's rear. Thwo two
regiments did not numbei over too
men. The talk so niucp. Indulged in ol
having hoen nverpowrod by supoftdlnumbers Is all nonsense. T he (act Is
simply thai our appearance in the rent
demoralized them completely. The
enemy could not tell If our force con
s'3ted of tli') or 1,000, and that Is about !
the whole story In n nut-hell
To conclude my story; Drewry's

rjluff would not only he.ve benn record¬
ed as i- Confederate victory, but would
have been a complete disaster in But
ler's army If Whiting's command had
but Obeyed th" instruction of Genera!
Beaurcgard to co'operato with lite
column at Drcwry'a Bluff by sttaoklngon hla si<b- near Swift Crook, tnM' b.0
of which lie allowed his men to r< main
Inactive, doing nothing to relieve the
bloody battle near Drewry's Bluff. The
only excuse made was that the enemy
might attack .Petersburg.reports ha
got from unreliable sources. This
hardly was an excuse for disobeying
the orders of the general In command.
Thus, I present a leaf from tho his¬

tory of our struggle for Independence,
which, 1 hope, may have hud an In¬
terest to the survivors of the Army
Of Northern Virginia,.

DAVIS NOT HKRPO.NSIIILF..

Confederates Too Tired to Pursue I- il-
erals After Maaatnnn.What John '

son and Dentiri-gunl Testified.
DV O. \V. UiSALB,

1 chancod to be seated a few eve¬
nings since In the lobby of one olthe Richmond hotels near to two In¬
telligent gentlemen, apparently e.\Confederates, who were conversing
on matters pertaining to the War Be¬
tween the States. One of them charged
and the other seemed to concur, that
the failure to pursue the routed Fed¬
erals after the First Mnnassas battW
and to capture Washington, waa due
to Jefferson Davis, who Interfered with
und overruled the plans of Beauregardand Johnston. II was aware that soon after that
memorablo battle, or ahout the time
that Johnston was placed In command
of the army in Northern Virginia, this
charge was given currency against Mr.DaVlS, but had supposed that abundant
evidence had been ndduccd to refute 't,
and that It. had been remanded to the
cllence which It deserves.

It wns my privilege to be pear when
In the late afternoon of that long-to-bo-reincmbered day at ManUSSSS, Mr.Davis alighted fron, the train, and lo
hear the cheers of the men who greet¬ed Ills arrival. The Impression felt
then was Hint perhaps no man on that
lield was more anxious or ready thanMr. Davis to pursue the retreating fo*>
and reap the fullest fruits of the vic¬
tory, and I am ot that opinion Still.
As relevant to the wisdom and feas-1iblllty of such a 'pursuit it seems per¬tinent to state that prior to the ad¬

vance e>f the Federal army, and In an¬
ticipation of It Beaurcgard had sub¬
mitted to Mr. Davis through the hands
of Colonel James Chestnut a plan of
ha\lng all the available troops In
Northern Virginia concentrated at Ma-
nassas, and on the approach of the
Federal, by a concerted uttack to pushthem back to the Potomac and beyond.
In a council, of which R. K. Leo was
the leading isplrit. and which Mr'.
Davis left a sickbed to attend, It was
agreed that Mnnassas was too near
to the fortifications at Washington and
the Federal reinforcements to offer the
hope eif success for the plan; that II
was better that Beaurcgard should

fall back and draw the enemy farther
away from his base. This opinion of
Loo was concurred in by the council.
VVhen the army under McDowell l»e-

K«n Its advance and an engagement
«"frnoii imminent at SlahasBas, GeneralJohnston and General Holmes were m>-
dared to hasten with all their avail;
abi.. troops to the support of Beaure-
gard. but when these forc»s arrived
the number Of men on the ground
wan between 5.00n and 10.000 loss than
the plan submitted tr. the council had
contemplated

Whcil, with these combined troops,the battle was fought On July 21, ant
the critical hour ..f the Federal re¬
treat began, a miscarriage of an lm-
POrtartt ord<r and a false report loOenerul Johnston of the advance of a
tresh column of Federals on ManaSSa*.
seriously interfered With the prompt
and Vigorous pursuit of the fugitives,
even if the physic it condition of the
hard-fought men had Justified It.
How nntit these men were for such

» ChaSe and how far the circumstance!
uf the situation would admit ot it
General Beauregurd and Job niton wr«
surely In position to know, and it was.
the judgment of them both that their
hungry and weary soldiers should not
rush but rest.

If there was any misconception or
error on Beatlregard's part as to this
he had ample time to discover It be¬
fore hla report waa written, since In
order to make It the more exact and
complete he waited that ho might
gain information through the Federal
reporta as to the particular troops an¬
tagonizing him on different parts of
the Held By thus delaying he wnB
able to ascertain fully the complete
lout and panic of the FederalB. and
frit called upon to explain why thero
had been no vigorous pursuit. He *ald
to this- In conclusion. It Is proper und
douhtless expected thnt through this
report my countrymen should be mado
acquainted with some of tho sufficient
causes thai prevent tho advance ot
our force« and a p.''.ongcd. vigorous
pursuit of the enemy to and beyond
the Potomac. Tho War Department has
been fully advised long since of all
those causes, some of which only are
proper to he here communicated. An
army which had fought as ours on
thnt day against uncommon odds under
a July sun, most of Ihe time without
water and without food except a hast¬
ily-snatched meul at dawn, waa not in
a condition for the toll of an eager,
effective pursuit of an enemy Imme¬
diately after the hattle. On the fol¬
lowing day the fall of an unusual) y
heavy and unremitting rain Intervened
to obstruct our advance with reason¬
able prospect of fruitful results. Added
to this, the wdnt of a cavalry forcu of
sufficient numbera made an efficient
pursuit a military Impossibility."

Genera) Johnston In hla report Is no
less expllclty and clear as to tho con¬
trolling causes why an Immediate pur¬
suit war. not made. Said he: "Our vic¬
tory was an complete sa one gained
by Infantry and artillery can be." And
again: "The apparent firmness of tho
l.'nlted States troops at Centrevllle.
who had not been engaged, which
checked our purBult; the strong force
occupying the works near George¬
town, Arlington and Alexandria; the
certainty that General Patterson. If
needed, would reach Washington with
his army of 30.000 men sooner than
we could, and the condition and In¬
adequate means of the army In am¬
munition, provlalona and transporta¬
tion, prevented any serious thought of
advancing on the capital. It ts certain
that tho fresh troops within tho worke
worn In number quits sufficient for
their defense. If not. General Pat¬
terson's army would certainly reinforce
thetn soon enough."

K I:"NT, RXfiI,A\I).

Iln llistnrl.nl und Genealogical Aaao-
rlntloua With Vlreinla.

How many of the numerous Vir¬
ginians and descendants of Vlrglnlannwho go to England know tho beautiful
and historic county of Kent? A largonumber, of course, catch glimpses of
it through tho car windows between
London and Dover, and a considerable
proportion visit Canterbury, but that
Is about nil our people ever see of
this famous county. We do not real-
Izo that next lo Virginia's mother, Lon-don. Kentish people have Influenced
Virginia, and much moro than In that
rapidly chnnglng city can there still
bo found In Kent memorials of tho

Imen and families who played so con¬
siderable a part In our history.
No good Now Englander thinks hisj English pilgrimage complete without

visits to Plymouth, Brcwster's house
at Scrooby. that of Harvard In South-
wark, Yale's tomb and other shrines,
and there Is no reason why Gravesend,
Northbourne, Reculven and other places
In Kent should not ba as precious to
Virginians.
On the, 13th of May, 190". at the

celebration at Jamestown of the three-
hundredth anniversary of tho English
fettlement of America, tho principal
fealure was tho address of the Right
Honorable James Bryce. The dlstin-
gulahed ambassador's presence and his
admirable address nrouscd tho great! crowd to stich enthusiasm lie stated
that he would see that Information of
It should reocli a quarter (evidently
referring to King Edward) where he
was sure such evidence of good will
to England would cause gratificationIn the beginning of his speech be
looked around at the level green DeldS,
the distant marshes and the shining
river, and said that Jamestown re*
minded him surprisingly of Elibsfleet.
As the famous landing place of Eng-llshinen in Virginia resembles the

other more famous one In Kent, so,
more than any other part of England,
has Kent been connected with Vir-
glnia.
When the Virginia Company, ofI London, was organized its first presl*dent ("treasurer" was the title of the

presiding ofSloor) was fir Thomas
Smith, a great I^ondon merchant, who
had a county seat at Button Place,
Kent, and who wns burled In the
Church of Button, nt iinuo. where his
monument remains As the Colon)
grew and n more liberal administration
of its affairs became necessary, the
control of the company passed to aj parly led by the Earl of Southampton
(Shakespeare's friend and patron) andj Sir Edwin Sandys. It Is chiefly due
to the latter, who lived nt North«
bourne Court. In tho Parish of North
bourne, and Is hurled In the church
there, that Virginia was given a local
Legislature In lt',19. This wan the. flr.t
representative assembly In the West¬
ern world, and the llrst In any Eng¬
lish colony. It may be regard."1 as
the forerunner of American Congresses
and State Legislatures and of Ca¬
nadian, Australian and South African
Parliaments Another thing which
Should add lo the reverence which
Americans should feel at the tomb of
Sir Edwin Sandjs Is that It was chief¬
ly through his Influence that the pil¬
grim Fathers were permitted to sitll
in 1620, with a tacit permission to
have reiigiouu freedom.
One of the best of our early Gover¬

nors was Sir Francis Wyatt, of Box-
ley, grandson of Sir Thomas Wyatt. of
Arlington Ca6tle (not fur away) on the
picturesque Medway, Sir Francis wad
Governor 1621-1626 and 1637-1612 lUfl
brother, Ttawte Wyatt, onco rector of
Roxloy. Biso went to Vlrglnin, and
was minister of Jamestown. Two of
Rov. Hawto Wyntt's sons settled In the

(*«lf>ny and hnd many descendants In'
Ulouoealer county and olaewhore.

Aaaoclatcd with Boxley la GeorgeEandye, poet, and traveler, brother to
Sir Edwin. He lived for some years
In Virginia as treasurer of the Colony,
and while hero began his translation
of the "Metamorphoses of Ovid," the
first poetical production of the Eng¬
lish settlements. He died nt Boxlay, the
residence of his niece, Lady Wyutt.
Virginians have not merely historic
associations with the Sandys family.
Anne, daughter of Archbishop Sandys,
and n aister of Sir Edwin and Oeorge,
married Sir William Barnes, of Wool¬
wich, Kent, a member of the Virginia
Company. Their daughter. Anno
Barnes, married Sir William Lovelace,
of Woolwich, nlao a member of tha
Virginia company, and was not only
mother of Blchard Lovelace, the poo«,
but grandmother of Ruth Goreuch,
w|fo of William Whltby, of Warwick
county, Va., Speaker of tho House of!
Burgesses In 16f>S. and of Anne Gor-
hitch. wife of Thomas Todd, of Glouces¬
ter county, who has su many descend-
ants In Virginia.
Another Kentish Governor waa Ed-

ward Dlgges, a younger aon of Sir!
Dudley Dlggos, of Chilham Castle,
Master of the Rolls. Edward Dlggca
waa long one of tho leading men of
Virginia, and his descendants in Vir-
ginla and Maryland have been people!
of prominence.
A 9HII later Governor from Kent waa

Thomas. Lord Culpopcr, tho owner of
l.eeda Castle. He acquired by grant
from Charles II. and James II. all that
part of Virginia lying on the Rap-pahannock River nu near Its head-
watera. Thla immenaa domain, to-
gether with Leoda, passed to his
grandson, Thomas. I.oril Fairfax, who
lived many yeara In Virginia and died
here in 1781. The Fairfax fltln passed
to another Virginian, Rev. Brynn Fair¬
fax, but Leeds Castle was Inherited by
the nephew of Thomas. Lord Fairfax.
The house la atlll a wonderfully pre¬
served example of a feudal castle. The
present owners and occupants, (houghhaving no Fairfax blood, Inherited it
from the Fairfaxes, and havo many
rollen of that family and of the Cul-
pej.ers.
Mention that the St. Legers once

owned Leeds will remind some Vir-
gliitarta to go to rjlcombe, three miles
away, which was for many generations
the seat of that eminent family. Rev
Daniel Morsmanden, who was i-eotor oC
UloompO until expelled a.-i a royalist,married n daughter of Sir Warham :'.<
Leger, and hla aon. Warham Iloranian-
den, spent many years In Virginia,
Where his descendants, the Byrda and
other families, are humorous, Governor
Edward Piggcs also had St. Leger
Mood.

In a Rtate to which, as a colony, so
many of tho King's adherents camo
during'tho civil wars, the poems of
Lovelace have high repute. The as-
noclatlons. however, of the Lovelace
family with Woolwich and Cantermuryhave' a more personal touch with us.
The ancestral connection has already
been described, and In addition to
this Colonel Francis Lovelace. the
poet's brother, who waa a cavalier old-
cor, fled to Virginia at tho downfall
of the royal cause, and In 1652 war.
sent by Governor Berkeley to Charles
II. to tell him of the surrender of
Virginia to the parliament. Later
Francis Lovelace became Governor of

j New York.
Besides the house of Richard Love¬

lace, the Virginian will find other con¬
necting, units st Canterbury. Daniel
Gooktn, of a family long resident. In
that city or at Ripple Court, not far
away, removed first to Ireland and af¬
terwords to Virginia, where ho was
prominent among tho early colonists

In Virginia, as In England, there
was, after the restoration, a reaction¬
ary1 Parliament. Tito General Assom
hly which met In 1663 was without'
any general election until 1J76.

Throughout thin long perto*} tntSpeaker of the House of Burgesses walRobert Wynne, who In bt!< will, In 187»bequeathed a farm In the Parish Of 3Whltestahle, Kent, and houses, etc.,in Canterbury.
Kent's most important contributionto V irginia was Hie first Christianminister in the English Colonies, andthe father of the Angliran ami Protest¬ant Episcopal Chürch In America, RevItooert Munt He had been Vicar olReoulvor, ir,nt. i«r>a, and was living notfar away when he Joined the first ex¬pedition to Virginia in 1607. Amtdsltb- «lungere, wrangling!! and contest*of tho first unhappy years, this godlvman, by his example and precept wongnpien opinions of all men, and diedal 'unestown In his sacred serviceThe body of his English church laburled beneath the waters of the NorthSen. but the two tall towers are pre-Bcrved by the English government aalandmarks for sailors To Americansthey are landmarks also
In an old graveyard near Hampton,Va. is the tomb of Peter Hoyman."grandson of Sir Peter Ileymau. ofSummerflcld. In Kent," as his epitaphstates, who was killed in action withpirates in Hampton Roads on AprilCfl. 1700 He was deputy postmaster-general for Virginia, and collector ofcustoms A famous pirate appeared InOiosa ke Bay In 1700 and a smallEnaii.- -an of war on tho stationpromptly attacked and captured him.Governor Nicholson, Mr. Ileyman andother men were present ns volunteers,and Hoyman was kllleo on tho quarterdeck. Summarfield, I bellove, Is inthe Parish of Selling.
l-'rom Godmersham camo two mlgra-tlonstions of tho Broadnax family, longseated there. Major John Broadnax(son of Thomas Broadnax. of Godmer¬sham) come to Virginia and died hereIn 1667, leaving children. Lator WilliamBroadnax, who Is stated in an oldfam'Iy Bible to have boon born in 16J6,and to have boon son of Robert Broad¬nax. goldsmith, of London, a nativeof Godmersham, camo to tho Colonyand settled at Jamestown. He hasmany descendants.
John Cheesman came to Virginia In1621 with his brother, Edward, butafter residing many years returned toEngland, where ho died In 1866. Inhis will ho bequeathed a farm atBraban, probably Brabourne, Kent. TheHistory of Blackheath Hundred showsthat the Cheesmans, o- Chlsmans, were

a numerous race. In'Kent from an earlydate, some of them men of consider¬able property and position. It 1b rathera curious Instance of heredity thatsome of tho family took part In JackCade's Insurrection; that EdmundCheesman, a nephew of John, was ouaof tho loaders of Bacon's (Virginia)rebellion, while other members of thefamily were officers In tho armies ofthe American Revolution, and the Con¬federate States.
From Chartham In the early daysOf Virginia came Henry Fleet andseveral brothers, sons of WlllamFleet and his wife, Deborah, daughterof Charles Scott, of the ancient anddistinguished family of tho name atScott's Hall, Kent. Henry Fleet playeda prominent part In tho developmentof the Colony, and a descendant Inthe male lino was one of the first na¬tive Virginians to win a Rhodesscholarship.
Two othor Virginians, also Rhodesscholars, have KenHsh descent. GeorgeTucker, of Milton, near Gravcsond, hadsons and grandsons, who emigrated toVirginia, Bormuda and Barbadoes. Inaddition to numerous and distinguish-ed descendants in tho islands, theI Tuckers spread from Bermuda widelythrough tho world. In North America,England, India and Japan, membersof the family have uphold the credit, ofthe name. Mrs. Tucker, son of tho

present Bishop Co-ndjutor of SouthernVirginia, and Tucker Brooke, son pfProfessor Brooke, of the University ofWest Virginia, both descend from 8t.George Tucker, of Bermuda, who cameto Virginia, have been Rhodes scholars.The latter, who was of Magdalen Col¬
lege, had the honor to edit a collectionof plays attributed to Shakespeare,published by the University of Oxford.

Staplehurst furnished at least one
emigrant to Virginia, as Thomas Bay-top, merchant, of that place, came In167J. aTId has many descendants.
The letter-book of John-Clayton, At¬torney-General of Virginia 1714-1T87(brother of Lieutenant-General JasperClayton, who was killed at Dettingen)contains frequent mention of a farmhe owned at Hawkhurst. Kent. It was

his custom annually to send a presentof good Virginia tobacco to his Btewt
ard or agent there.
A prominent citizen of Virginia dur¬

ing the latter half of the seventeenth
century was St. Lcger Codd, a colonel
of militia, member of tho House of
Burgesses, etc. In his win, In 1707, hebequeathed lands at Watorlngbury,Lenham and elsewhere In KenL H*
was son of William Codd, Esq., of
Pelicans, and his wife, Mary, daughter,.of Sir Warham St. Lcger, of Ulcombe,Most of the families here named
have disappeared from Kent, but onewhich sent a member to Virginia earlyin tho seventeenth century still has Its
home in the old county. Henry Fllmor,
a brother of Sir Robert Fllmer, of EastI Sutton, tho famous defonder of pre-rogatlve, came to Virginia before 1637,
was, like many others who have been
mentioned, a member of tho Colonial
Legislature, and left daughters, who
have many descendants. Tho Virginia
Historical Society has an old document
signed by Henry Fllmer which still
bears a perfectly preserved impression
of his amorlal soal. His mother wax
sister of Sir. Samuel Argali, another
Kentish Governor of Virginia
Another early Kentish settler wag

John Clarke, son of Sir John Clarke, of
Wrotham. who lived at tho "Middle
Plantation," now Wllitamsburg, and
died before 1649.
One Kontlsh Virginian brought the

nam* of his native land with him. John
C'atlett camo to the Colony about 1850.
and, settling on the Rnppahannoek
River, became a man of large estate
and prominence. Tho Virginia parishIn which ho lived was called Sitting-bourne. Ho was killed by the Indians
and left his land In Kent to his son,
John. Tho latter, by a power of at¬
torney from Virginia In 1701. author¬
ized the sale of his lands at Sitting-
bourns and Rodmcrsham, Kent. Tho
church at tho English sittingboutna
formerlv contained several tnomorlAls-
of the C'atlett family, president Madi¬
son was one of their Virginia descend¬
ants.
Th« Virginia Roancs will still find

at Greenwich. "Roanfrs Charity
School." founded by q, near kinsman of -

the emigrant of that family.
Coming on down tho Thames we

reach Gravesend. where, like the early
migrants to Virginia, wo take leavo

of Kent and England, and where. In
i Mm words of old I'u.-chas, PocahontaS
"came to her end and grace, havingI'given great demonstration of herI <*hrjsttan sincerity as tno fust fruit«
of Virginia conversions, leaving here a[goodly'memory and tho hopnu of hsr

r; rcsyrfeetlon."
TlWt this remarkable woman, whodid. s«v much for the early Coloniats,I and' tvfio has so m.my descendant* tri

Virginia, should he burled tn the pan*- pish chut.ii of Graveatnd. Kent. Is but
^1another of the. many associations bind- Jing "the Old Dominion" to the famous ¦¦

and beautiful English rounty.
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